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A great visual reminder that
appears to be quite tasteful
from the outside. -Faculty
We go to a Christian school.
Makes sense to have a cross on
our chapel! -Student
It makes a statement showing
who we are, where we stand,
what is our focus on this
campus. -Staff

It is off-center. I also think it
looks dull. A stained glass
would be better. -Faculty
Oh we go to a Christian
school? I wouldn't have known
unless I saw that giant ugly
glass cross! -Student
It looks tacky and doesn't
represent the rest of the
beautiful building well. I vote
it needs to be removed! -Staff
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Habeckers bring light to Upland

“It’s not like the roof is leaking; the roof is missing.
I was out there once in the winter time and there
was snow in the building.”
Taylor donates building to town

TheEchoNews.com

Depot Tree-Lighting
ceremony honors Taylor’s
president and first lady
Natalie Nohr
Contributor

President Eugene Habecker and First
Lady Marylou Habecker will light the
Christmas tree at the Upland Depot
Tree-Lighting ceremony on Sunday
at 5 p.m.
Along with the tree-lighting and a Santa Claus appearance for kids, the night
includes free hot cocoa, cider and holiday desserts provided by The Bridge,
said Warren Ross, Upland town council member. The ceremony also features
Taylor’s Night Lights quartet and Big Al
and the Jungle Cats, according to Music
Department Chair Al Harrison.
Town Council Vice President Chip
Jaggers said each year the council selects honorary tree-lighters who have
influenced the community of Upland.
This year the council chose the
Habeckers.
“They have been a wonderful force
for good in (relations) between the
university and town of Upland,” Jaggers said.
The Habeckers said they are
honored to have been offered
this opportunity.
“I’ve never been (asked) to light
a tree before. It’s a first,” Marylou said. “Really when you look at
who does that kind of stuff, like the
White House, or at any other special
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community . . . that’s a really special
honor. We don’t take it lightly, we’re
very humbled by it and surprised.”
Jaggers is grateful for the contributions the Habeckers have made
to Upland. Under Habecker’s leadership, Taylor has assisted with the Upland Strategic Master Plan, provided
equipment, shared land and offered
help through Community Plunge, according to Jaggers.
Habecker said it is necessary for a place
like Upland to create traditions that set
the town apart from other communities.
“It’s easy for a small town to get lost
in the traditions of other communities, and because of that reality, people tend to overlook the small town
and go elsewhere,” Habecker said.
Jaggers said that the tree lighting
ceremony is intended to be a tradition that allows Upland to stand its
ground among larger cities.
According to Jaggers, the first tree
lighting was put on by Our Town Upland 23 years ago, in anticipation of
the historic train depot returning to
town. That year, 150 people showed
up to celebrate, according to Ross.
“(We thought) let’s give our town
a sense of place, a feeling of ‘downtown’ and help our town celebrate
Christmas,” Jaggers said. “It’s a
source of pride.”
From the beginning, Jaggers wanted the tree lighting to be an event
that carried from one generation
to the next. Jaggers said so far that
has been the case; parents who grew
up attending the festivities are now

Habeckers will flip the switch to the Upland tree for their last Christmas at Taylor.

bringing their own children.
The first lady said it is important
for the community to continue growing, even as Upland continues to uphold its traditions.
“It’s not just for the past, it’s not just
for the present, but it’s for future generations that come to live in the area
as more development happens,” Marylou said. “We need each other. We
need a strong community, and they
need our strength as well.”
She said that the community continues to stand behind Taylor students.

Support between Taylor and the
community goes two ways. According to Marylou, both have something
to contribute.
“(Taylor is an) intentional community, which we all know,” Marylou
said. “But it’s intentional to live in Upland as well.”
Habecker said he has seen much
growth in Upland since his and Marylou’s time as Taylor students in 1964,
with the addition of several community services and businesses.
“We’re very positive about the town
of Upland’s future. We’ll celebrate
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with great delight and . . . some sense
of pride,” Habecker said.
Jaggers hopes that students will
attend the tree lighting to celebrate
with the town.
He is expecting the biggest turnout in the event’s history, due to an
increase in promotion of the event,
and the participation of Taylor’s musical groups, along with The Bridge’s
catering contributions.
“Warren and I believe this has the
potential to be the best Christmas
tree lighting ever,” Jaggers said.
echo@taylor.edu

Taylor donates building to town
9,600 square-foot space
to be razed in the spring
Cassidy Grom
News Co-Editor

Factory. Car dealership. Gas station.
Electronics manufacturer. Taylor now

is in possession of a building that was
reportedly all these things. And it’s
about to change hands again.
In June 2013, Taylor University purchased the dilapidated building that
sits at 38 N. Main Street in Upland.
The University planned to bulldoze
the building and donate the land to
the town, but some complications

have prolonged the process. Town
council members don’t have a definite plan for the land’s use, and Upland residents aren’t sure what
exactly the building was used for in
the first place.
Taylor University purchased the
9,600 square foot building for $38,000.
This year Taylor received a notice of

civil zoning violation from Grant
County that stated the building was
unsafe for habitation and must be either fixed or bulldozed.
There is a large hole in the ceiling
where a heating and cooling unit supposedly fell from a taller neighboring
building and through the roof, according to Vice President of Finance
Stephen Olson.
“It’s not like the roof is leaking; the
roof is missing,” he said. “I was out
there once in the winter time and
there was snow in the building.”
Olson had hoped that within four
to six months after the purchase, the
land would be cleared and ready for
development. However, the building
shares a common wall with its neighboring building. To destroy one would
mean damaging the other. Two years
later, the building still stands.
Taylor has made a formal proposal
to donate the building, and at its Nov.
10 meeting, the town council voted to
accept it. Now the two parties’ attorneys have to finalize the details.
John Bonham, Town Council president, said demolition should start in
the spring and the council plans to
work with interested parties about
developing the vacant site. Bonham said the town was very appreciative of Taylor’s partnership with
the community.
Taylor sophomore Patrick Linehan
doesn’t think purchasing the Upland
building was a good idea.
“It seems really frustrating to me,”
he said. “If it’s not something that Taylor students are directly involved in,
then I don’t think a sum of that much
(money) is fair.”

However, Linehan said he understood purchases where the university
gave financial assistance to projects
like a playground that Taylor students
could help build.
In the long run, Olson believes
purchasing the building is in the
best interest of Taylor students. Olson’s hope is that Upland will sell
or give the land to a new business,
contributing to Upland’s efforts to
revitalize downtown. Further economic development may pay off by
attracting faculty to Taylor.
“I believe a lot of potential employees, faculty and staff are accustomed
to a lot of the amenities that cities and
suburbs have to offer—that Upland
in general just doesn’t have to offer
(yet),” Olson said.
Olson said the building may have
been recently used by a factory, and
Upland residents have varying theories about what the building was used
for in the past. An Upland resident entering the next-door bar said it was
a car dealership in the ’60s. Upland
citizen Martha Weiner said it was a
chain gas station in the ’40s through
the ’60s.
Lifelong resident Gary Felton said
his mother worked in the building
making modems for space shuttles as
part of an electronics factory in the
late ’50s and ’60s. Felton said it was
a furniture factory in the early ’50s
and a tavern in the ’40s. It’s possible
the building was home to any or all of
these entities.
Upland library employee Aubrey
Wickham said, “Things change all
the time.”
echo@taylor.edu
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The building at 38 N. Main Street has seen many owners, but it will soon be bulldozed.
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“But I am convinced that we are going to
get big things done here. Keep in mind
nobody expected that 180 countries
would show up in Paris with serious
climate targets in hand.”
The small voices
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The small voices Turkey downs
Island nations battle
to have their voices
heard at Paris talks
Tom Gbean

World and National Editor

On Monday, 150 world leaders gathered at the COP21 climate talks in Paris to hash out an agreement to curb
greenhouse gas emissions. Amidst the
cacophony of big players such as the
U.S., China and India, who are lobbying for their climate policies to take
precedence, are the representatives
of island nations such as Tuvalu, Fiji,
the Marshall Islands, the Bahamas
and Barbados.
The Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPPC), created by
the United Nations (U.N.) in 1988,
is the leading international body
for climate change assessment.
The IPPC reports that greenhouse
gas emissions are rising each year.
As more greenhouse gas is emitted into the air, solar radiation becomes trapped in the atmosphere,
which leads to a rise in temperature.
Glaciers begin to melt as the temperature rises and that leads to an
increase in the sea level.
Island nations—which often rely on
tourism to drive their economies—
are threatened by rising sea levels.
Thanks to global warming, their inhabitants may have to evacuate their
homes and relocate.
These island nations emit little
greenhouse gas but suffer tremendous
damage from high-emission nations.
Kiribati, for example, which is threatened by the rising sea level, bought land
in Fiji in 2014. Other nations such as the

Marshall Islands have started to make
evacuation plans and the possibility of
purchasing new land.
Although many of the islands, such
as Fiji and the Bahamas, earn revenue
from their popular tourist attractions,
they do not have sufficient political
influence to bring change to the climate talk. However, the small island
nations formed a coalition known as
the Allegiance of Small Island States
(AOSIS) in order to bolster their position at the negotiating table.
AOSIS has led the first few days of
the climate talks by thrusting two
key issues onto the negotiating table. The first is how these island nations will be compensated as they
adapt to climate changes that they
did not help to create. Temperatures have risen since the beginning
of the Industrial Revolution, which
prompts the second issue of lowering
temperatures to within 1.5 to 2 degrees Celsius of pre-industrial temperatures. Other more developed
and wealthy nations, however, are
pushing for a much higher range of
2.5–3.5 degrees Celsius.
President Barack Obama, who
describes himself as an “island boy,”
sympathizes with the leaders of of
AOSIS. They were the only negotiating bloc that he visited while at
the climate talks in Paris. The president assured the group of the global community’s initiative to raise
funds to help developing nations
adapt to climate changes and transition to greener energy sources, and
that their intent is to provide for island nations vulnerable to climate
disasters. Obama said that the U.S.
pledges $3 billion, but this sum is
subjected to congressional approval.

The president gave a speech as he
was about to leave the climate talks
on Wednesday, in which he said that
a successful outcome of the climate
talks would be a legally binding mechanism that would encourage countries such as China, Russia and India
to limit carbon output and greenhouse gas emissions—a feature that
was missing from the previous climate talks in 2009.
But major countries are actually
trying to come up with solutions for
global warming. For example, China has promised to cut emissions
from its coal power plants by 60
percent by 2020. It says that it will
shut down all power plants that refuse to meet these standards within
the designated time frame.
At the exact moment the president
was making his departing remarks in
Paris, the House of Representatives in
the U.S. voted on a pair of bills that
could stymie the president’s efforts
and the Environmental Protection
Agency’s ability to enforce regulations for carbon emissions set by the
Obama Administration.
Republicans such as House Republican Whip Steve Scalise (R-LA)
said that the president’s efforts are
misplaced and that the president
should be focusing on strategies to
defeat ISIS.
Obama believes that climate is a
very important issue not only for the
U.S. but for the world. He said that
he was “convinced that we are going
to get big things done here,” he said,
reported CNN. “Keep in mind nobody
expected that 180 countries would
show up in Paris with serious climate
targets in hand.”
echo@taylor.edu
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Small island nations such as the Marshall Islands lead the talks on battling climate change.

Beyond six degrees
The life and interests of
Taylor’s most educated man
Gracie Fairfax
Features Editor

Ask Hadley Mitchell about anything
and he’s sure to give you a thoughtful
answer. Need help figuring out why
your plants won’t grow? Wondering
what spices to add to your soup?
This professor of economics is sure
to have a thought.
Sophomore Katherine Fritzeen got
to know Mitchell well when she went
to Honduras with him for a spring
break mission trip.
“Some would say that he is essentially a walking encyclopedia,” Fritzeen said. “Literally ask him anything
from what type of bird is chirping outside your window to the Shang Dynasty to the most prevalent type of
mineral in Indiana and he will know.”
Walk into his office and you’ll see
an entire wall filled with books, evidence of a major source of his extensive knowledge.
One of the best books he’s read, outside of Scripture, is Augustine’s “Confessions,” which he has read several
times and still continues to draw new
insights from.
“Other than the writers of Scripture
itself, Augustine probably has had more
influence on Christian thinkers than
any other church father,” Mitchell said.

While he is well-read outside of the
classroom, he has had his fair share
of time as a student.
Mitchell holds six degrees, including a bachelor’s degree in mathematics; master’s degrees in economics,
philosophy, finance and systematic
theology; as well as a doctorate in
economics. His curious mind has led
him to pursue a variety of fields.
Mitchell sees the purpose of every degree he has had. His degrees in
theology and philosophy provide him
with a platform to look at cases in his
business ethics classes from a biblical
and philosophical perspective.
Three of his master’s degrees were
paid for by the military for his service.
He finished his undergraduate degree
in 1969, during which he was free to
finish his degree without being drafted. Once he entered graduate school,
the exception no longer applied. This
was during the Vietnam War.
“I thought rather than letting them
choose, I will sign up for Officer Candidate School (OCS),” Mitchell said. “I
went in basic training, advanced infantry training, and then went into
OCS down in Fort Benning.”
When he had been at Fort Benning
for five or six weeks, the Pentagon decided to scale back in Vietnam and realized they had more officers in training
than they would realistically need.
Mitchell’s original three-year commitment was then reduced to two

years, along with a guarantee of stateside service, which he spent at Fort
Hood in Texas.
“I don’t have to go to that jungle
over there. That sounds like a winner,”
Mitchell said in response to the news.
He ended his military career three
months early, through an early-out
provision for seasonal employment.
His father raised mushrooms and
Mitchell asked if his father could sign
off for him to join the family business.
“That too was providential, because as I was back home Dad needed some surgery,” Mitchell said. “So,
I took over and gave him one of the
best crops he ever had.”
On his daily drives to Taylor from
his home in Fort Wayne, he takes the
time to explore some of his hobbies—
one of which is classical music.
“I was listening to a tape today on
sacred music . . . it was on Mendelssohn’s ‘Elijah,’ just talking about how
the ‘Elijah’ fit in a whole series of religious or sacred music going back to
the Middle Ages,” Mitchell said.
Beyond Mitchell’s wealth of knowledge and accomplishments, he displays a genuine passion for teaching
and a love for his students.
Senior Rosie Newman did an independent study with Mitchell, during
which he set aside an hour a week to
meet with her.
“A secretary told me once that he
doesn’t have Internet in his house. He

Russian jet
Photograph provided by Flickr user Rob Lovesey

Tensions remain high between Russia and Turkey as Middle Eastern strife continues.

Russia cuts diplomatic ties
with Turkey after destruction
of Russian aircraft
Seth Brandle
Contributor

After Turkish military shot down a
Russian warplane on the border of
Turkey and Syria in late November, international tensions escalated amidst
the growing Syrian conflict.
Turkey claims that after the Russian
plane entered Turkish airspace they
shot it down with an air-to-air missile.
This was after the pilot of the attack
aircraft did not respond to multiple
warnings from Turkish military units.
Russia maintains that the plane did
not violate Turkey’s airspace and has
condemned the action as “a treacherous war crime.” Russian leadership in
the Kremlin insists that the plane remained in Syrian airspace during its
entire mission, which involved performing airstrikes on Syrian soil.
Both Russia and Turkey have been
involved in military operations in Syria
as a civil war rages between President
Bashar al-Assad, rebels hoping to depose him and the Islamic State, otherwise known as ISIS.
An international coalition, which
includes Russia and Turkey, has been
performing airstrikes against ISIS—especially after the recent terrorist attacks in Paris, although Russia has also
been bombing Syrian rebel forces. Russia is a longtime ally of Assad and has
been using the tumultuous situation
with ISIS as an opportunity to help the
Assad regime deal with the rebellion.
The downing of the Russian plane
is a new wrinkle in the conflict in
the Middle East that could have
widespread consequences. Tensions between Turkey and Russia are

snowballing, with rhetoric from both
country’s leaders becoming more and
more combative. Turkish President
Recep Erdogan refuses to express any
regret for the downing of the aircraft,
saying, “I think if there is a party that
needs to apologize, it is not us . . . those
who violated our airspace are the ones
who need to apologize.”
Meanwhile, President Vladimir Putin of Russia said that Turkey’s actions
show they are sympathetic to the Islamic State and downed the plane in
order to purchase ISIS-controlled oil.
He also rebuked them by saying,
“Evidently Allah decided to punish
the ruling clique in Turkey by depriving it of any reason or logic.” Russia
has also threatened that Turkey will
regret this “more than once” and
have already started putting bans
on Turkish imports.
The United States has responded by
acknowledging that Turkey has a right
to defend itself, but also by encouraging both nations to move forward
from this event and work together on
common interests. President Barack
Obama said his top priority is to prevent escalation. As the de facto leader
of the international coalition fighting
against ISIS, the United States would
prefer the efforts of coalition forces be
focused on eliminating the militant
terrorist group.
So far this goal has not been too
far out of reach as both Turkey and
Russia continue to perform airstrikes against ISIS targets in Syria
almost daily. Only time will tell if the
downing of the Russian aircraft will
continue to escalate into a larger diplomatic crisis or if working together
against a common enemy will allow
the countries to come to a peaceful
understanding.
echo@taylor.edu
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In addition to economics, Mitchell is also interested in cooking, traveling and wildlife.

reads almost all the time and really
likes to bake,” Newman said. “I would
go into his office pretty regularly and
he always tells me he has a special
recipe for pumpkin bread.”
During the summer, he loves
to visit students who are doing
their practicums.
One visit took him near his hometown in Pennsylvania. He loves botanical gardens and took the opportunity
to visit nearby Longwood Gardens with
his students. He went to those same
gardens with his mom as a toddler in a
stroller. His love for plants clearly started early. His mom would have to give
him one of her own flowers to prevent
him from picking everything in sight on
their walks through the gardens.
Senior Will Hussey also joined
Mitchell in Honduras.
“What most people don’t realize is that he has incredible real-life

experience, and it’s worth having
lunch with him to get to hear some
of his stories,” Hussey said. “He is
a kind-hearted man that speaks
wisdom and knowledge into every situation.”
Students remember Mitchell long
after they’ve graduated. Recently,
a now-successful alumnus tracked
down his phone number. After Mitchell brought up that a current student
was struggling to pull together the tuition money for her practicum, the former student gladly agreed to fund her.
Mitchell believes God gave him a gift
for teaching and hopes to postpone retirement for as long as possible.
As for what he’s been learning
about God?
“A continual learning to trust in his
goodness,” Mitchell said. “It’s a lifelong lesson.”
echo@taylor.edu
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TAYLOR DECKS THE HALLS

A quick tour of the
holiday open houses

Compiled by Sarah Davis
and Lindsay Robinson
Life & Times Co-Editors
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No one was at the Wengatz open house. Not even Wengatz.
Sparsely strung lights and a small Christmas tree lavishly
bedecked the lobby, welcoming confused women to the
party. Wengatz men still took advantage of the open house
. . . many of them just did so in Olson.

Second East family members welcomed
students with mom-style nagging and moody
teenage glares. In the spirit of hospitality,
endless bowls of puppy chow kept guests
feeling happy and right at home.

Photograph by Sarah Davis

Complete with quesadillas, chips and salsa,
Third Center rang in Christmas with a
festive twist. After many dessert wings, the
“Feliz Navidad” theme was a welcome surprise to those who’d already been through
two floors of frosting.
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A snow queen, cookies and lots of icing warmly received
guests, despite the icy decorations. And paper snowflakes.
Lots of paper snowflakes.

King Candy graciously knighted
brave adventurers who reached
the end of the game. Providing a
thrilling end to a sweet escapade,
the King even offered his daughter’s hand in marriage to valiant
contenders.

Photograph by Lindsay Robinson

English’s open house offered Christmas around the
world. Countries included Ghana, Tokyo, Japan,
South Korea, Brazil, Italy and France. English residents dressed to impress in culturally appropriate
attire and served up some delectable foreign treats.

Berg showed off its
swag and coveted
skyway at Bergwall’s
Swanky Skyway
Open House. Guests
could decorate cookies in the lobby and
journey through a
snowflake walkway
to the Skyway. Decorative designs were
drawn on the glass
walls and a live band
played smooth jazz to
set the mood.
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Oh Gerig, you. Bubbly, suspendered girls welcomed players
to Candy Land and sent them off on an adventure down the
colored path.

Photograph by Lindsay Robinson
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The Force was indeed with Sammy 2
Wednesday night at its Star Wars open
house. Complete with a nerf gun battle
for Princess Leia’s rescue and a bar with
themed drinks, Sammy 2 was a star. A
Death Star, actually.

Photograph by Sarah Davis

Swallow sure got down to business with
their open house on Wednesday. Guests
were taken through the entire story of
Mulan, including a small skit at the end to
wrap up an evening of defeating the Huns.

Put mashed potatoes and cranberry sauce
in your roommate’s jacket when he (or she) is
sleeping.
Say “no” to lame leftovers
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A MAHE perspective
Graduate students’
first reactions to
Taylor’s traditions
Lindsay Robinson
Life & Times Co-Editor

Taylor University: where melons and
gourds are more than just fruit and Silent Night isn’t a Christmas song, but
a basketball game. While we tend to

forget how odd our events seem to outsiders, the Master of Arts in Higher Education (MAHE) students are fully aware
of our craziness—and they love us for it.
Graduate students who had not
previously attended Taylor are often
pleasantly perplexed by the traditions
and aspects of Taylor’s culture that
undergrad students find entertaining.
“A lot of times I find myself trying to
rationalize what’s happening during

Photograph by Shannon Smagala

First year MAHE students enjoy experiencing about Taylor together.

these traditions,” graduate assistant
for Taylor Student Organizations (TSO),
Wil Story said. “For example, I remember being stressed the entire time Taylathon was happening. It’s legitimately
a time where four people on bikes race
along a sidewalk that can barely handle two people walking side by side, let
alone four bikes . . . That is bravery that
should be commended more often.”
Story graduated from Union University and lived in Memphis, Tennessee before attending Taylor as
a MAHE student. He said that it has
been interesting to transition from
a school that places little emphasis
on traditions to Taylor, where traditions, in Story’s words, “make the
world go around.”
Peter Carlson, a community outreach graduate assistant at Taylor
World Outreach (TWO), earned his
undergraduate degree from Bethel
University—a small Christian college in Saint Paul, Minnesota. He
understands quirky traditions, but
admits that Taylor offers a brand
far different from anything he has
ever experienced.
The Awk-Walk, Melon and Gourd
and open houses (specifically the Zoo
Open House) are among the more confusing traditions to MAHE students.

“The cow live birth was crazy,” TWO
Global Outreach graduate assistant
Lauren Carter said.
After waiting in line for an hour to
get in the open house, she was amazed
by the amount of support that Taylor
students show for these traditions.
For MAHE students, a strange aspect of Taylor culture is the unspoken seating arrangement in the DC.
Campbell Hall Director Haley Williamson attended Whitworth University in Spokane, Washington, before
coming to Taylor. She and her fellow
MAHE students found it difficult to
navigate DC etiquette during their
weeks here.
Williamson and other MAHE students who had not attended Taylor
during their undergrad, sat down at a
DC table, unknowingly taking a floor’s
designated spot. When a MAHE student who had attended Taylor saw
what had happened, he apologized to
the displaced table group and asked
if they wanted their seats back. The
floor said no and let the MAHE students use the table.
“I was beyond confused,” Williamson said.
Story said that during his first DC
meal, he related to the scene from
“Mean Girls” where Janice Ian, a
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veteran of cafeteria politics, explains
the cafeteria seating chart to Cady,
the new girl in school. He has learned
to just follow the lead of his Taylor
friends in similar situations.
While life at Taylor is often different
from a MAHE student’s own undergraduate experience, its residence life often
parallels the Greek life some experienced during their undergrad years.
“The dorms here are like fraternities and sororities,” Carter said. “I
think it’s good for students to have
that sense of identity on campus.”
She appreciates the quirky, unique atmosphere at Taylor and wishes her alma
mater had more traditions like Taylor’s.
Often Taylor students’ reactions
to the traditions are what MAHE students find most enjoyable.
“It’s fun to watch Taylor students I
know get excited for an event or a certain tradition, because it gives me a
small glimpse into what it would have
been like to be an undergraduate student at Taylor,” Story said.
Somewhere in the midst of Taylor’s
many costume-themed events, community atmosphere and traditions,
MAHE students have learned to accept
this college and its people in the middle of the cornfields.
echo@taylor.edu

Say “no” to lame leftovers
A new twist on the
fermenting feast in
your mini-fridge
Gracie Fairfax
Features Editor

The turkey trot is over and you’re left
with a mountain of mashed potatoes, as well as a wide variety of other
Thanksgiving soul food. Mom packed
her famous stuffing and other fine
feast food into plastic containers for
you to bring back to school—but all
they’ve done is create a stench in your
mini-fridge as you eat your meals at
the DC with your friends. At this point,
it’s time to consider alternative options to eating your leftovers. Let me
give you a few ideas.
1. Build a volcano sculpture
There’s nothing better than a good
mashed potato volcano complete with

gravy lava. Did you envy the kid with
the volcano project at the science fair?
Well, here’s your chance to make up for
any joy you missed out on.
2. Have a food fight
Is the end-of-semester stress getting
to you? Have no fear. You’ll release pentup frustration as you catapult potatoes
at your friends and simulate gory blood
with cranberry sauce.
3. Paint a canvas
Ever wish you could be as cool as
the students who spend their days
and nights in Metcalf creating beautiful works of art? Now you, too, can have
the joy of creating something abstract.
Be sure to come up with a deep meaning behind your piece to go along with
the splashes of color.
4. Play a prank
Put mashed potatoes and cranberry
sauce in your roommate’s jacket when
he (or she) is sleeping. The next day, he

will be greeted by a beautiful reminder of
your love when he reaches into his pocket. You can be sure he’ll want to keep you
as a roommate for years to come.
5. Make slime
If you watched Nickelodeon as a
child, you know about the joy of “sliming” people. Slime is an essential memory of your childhood, but don’t leave
it in the past. Slime your friends when
they’re studying. Your concoction of
stuffing, cranberry sauce, green beans,
gravy, mashed potatoes and turkey bits
is sure to be a smashing hit.
These five ideas are just the start of
the endless amounts of fun you can
have with your Thanksgiving leftovers.
It’s time to stop settling for mediocre.
Stop eating your leftovers and turn
them into a party. It’ll save you a few
hundred calories while you’re at it.
echo@taylor.edu
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Put those mashed potatoes to good use with these creative activities.

The bi-weekly bachelor and bachelorette #TaylorU’s
Olivia
McCash

Austin
Yoder

“Just give me all
the bacon and
eggs you have and
I’m yours.”
-Olivia McCash

Photograph provided by Olivia McCash

Echograms #TaylorU

“I’m only doing
this ’cause Sarah
Davis won’t go out
with me.”
-Austin Yoder

Photograph provided by Austin Yoder

TOP
TWEETS
KT @
 KatieTupper15
College is having 17 tabs open
and needing to open a new one.
#tayloru

Grace Foltz @GFoltzinator
#heardattheDC #tayloru Bro 1:
“it’s not even a pretty tree...” Bro 2
“Dude. ALL trees are pretty trees”
Lexi Sinclair @LexieSinclair97
*professor is in the middle of
lecture* *sleigh bells ring from an
unknown source* Prof: *whispers*
“I hear santa” #GoDiller #TaylorU
Brecken Mumford @breckydoo
Pretty sure my worm died today
in bio lab. It’s ﬁne; I’m ﬁne.
#tayloru
Michael Snyder @
 slorzdevoi
Just found the Habs secret
basement. In entirely unrelated
news, I have started looking for
the elusive “Taylor Tunnels” again
#tayloru
Cassidy Louwerse @casslouwerse
Ya know you’re at #TaylorU
when a professor emails you to
apologize for brushing you oﬀ
when she doesn’t have time to
answer your question.

@monica_compton: Yes, our whole team can fit in an elevator (minus
Lacey) #TUBBsquad #yayTUBB #weare11 #beatberea #tayloru

@playing2ndfiddle: Great night of thanksgiving/birthday
fun w men of the brotherhood. #tayloru #broho

Hannah Bostick @h_bosnick
Am I single? No, I’m in a very
serious relationship with my 17
credit hour semester. #tayloru

A
&E
In the spirit

The production shows the budding
relationship between Mack and Jamie as
they encounter a wide variety of characters,
including one who makes fruitcakes
for everyone in town. There is even an
appearance by a Christmas hog.
Pass the FrUiTCaKeS

TheEchoNews.com

Taylor music department
presents “Sing Noel”

preparing for this concert, practicing countless hours a week. This year,
Danielle Barnes
the performance will be held in Euler
Atrium due to the renovation of RediStaff Writer
ger Chapel Auditorium.
The spirit of Christmas is finally here
Music professor and director of
and it’s quite contagious. You can choral ensembles JoAnn Rediger is
hear students humming Christmas happy to work with the change of
ditties in every line of the DC. Festive venue for this year’s concert.
decorations permeate Taylor’s cam“We’re taking a situation and makpus. No one’s building a snowman ing the best out of it,” Rediger said.
just yet, but the halls are decked with
Rediger believes that performing in
boughs of holly.
Euler is a good change and will showTo help welcome back the holi- case students’ talents in a fresh way.
day season, the music department is
“The building is like a cathedral,”
hosting its annual “Sing Noel” con- she said. “It’s going to be a lot of
cert. The concert centers around John fun making music in that space. We
3:16 and the theme Christmas around think it’s going to be a really wonderthe world.
ful change.”
The department has been busily
The song list will demonstrate a

December 4, 2015
lot of diversity but still bring back
old familiar Christmas melodies like
“O Come All Ye Faithful” and “Joy to
the World.” The performances will
be mostly a capella and will include
congregational singing. Students
will be performing in Latin, Swahili
and Greek.
Senior Edward Moss, a member of
Taylor Chorale, is excited to experiment with new styles of music and
leave an impact on the audience.
“I hope we’re able to illustrate the
beauty of Christ’s birth and remind
people of his divinity,” Moss said. “I
hope our audience will leave with a
stronger connection to their creator
that they didn’t have before.”
The concert will take place Saturday at 3 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. in Euler
Science Complex with no admission
charged. It will also include a reception that students and family are invited to attend.
echo@taylor.edu

Pass the FrUiTCaKeS

Marion Civic Theatre
presents a heartwarming
Christmas production
Laura Koenig

That is how the Marion Civic Theatre’s website describes the plot of
its upcoming production, “FrUiTCaKeS”—and yes, that is really how
they spell it.
Director Brian Sprayue described
Staff Writer
the production as a heartwarming,
“Mix together a batch of fruitcakes, family-friendly Christmas comedy.
three dozen Christmas trees, 10,000
“FrUiTCaKeS” is about a young teen
outdoor Christmas lights, a chicken runaway named Jamie who is about 13
pox epidemic, two Southern spinsters, years old. After blowing all his money,
an estranged old man . . . and you’ve he finds himself stuck in a small town
got the recipe for a fun-filled and over the Christmas season with an
touching evening of holiday cheer.”
old man named Mack, who mentors

the boy and encourages him to make
good decisions.
The production shows the budding relationship between Mack and
Jamie as they encounter a wide variety of characters, including one
who makes fruitcakes for everyone
in town. There is even an appearance
by a Christmas hog.
“It is an eccentric, quirky town that
is extremely heartwarming at the end,”
Sprayue said.
The cast is made up of volunteer actors and actresses in the community

Mockingjay’s final flight
The final “Hunger
Games” film delivers
but doesn’t challenge
Austin Lindner
A&E Editor

Photograph provided by Google Images

Katniss Everdeen (Jennifer Lawrence) is a sure shot, but Mockingjay Part 2 isn’t.

In one final gust of flames, the series
about the “girl on fire” has come to an
end. Since it’s apparently impossible
to finish a franchise without splitting
the last story into two installments,
Nov. 20 saw the release of “The Hunger Games: Mockingjay Part 2.”
In case you’ve been living underground for the past 35 years and this
is your first hour on the surface, let me
catch you up on the multi-million dollar
“Hunger Games” franchise. This bookto-movie series depicts a dystopian future in which 12 struggling districts are
controlled by a central city, the Capitol.
Each year, the Capitol puts on an event
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For the first time, Sing Noel will take place in the Euler atrium.

who auditioned for the parts in October. Through the hodge-podge of
characters, the audience will get a
taste of the real Christmas spirit.
Sprayue also hopes that the audience will grasp the message of love,
acceptance and understanding.
Not only will the audience experience the performances, but they will
also enjoy a very detailed and unique
set that many people spent countless
hours developing.
Sprayue said one of the most rewarding parts of the preparation and
rehearsal process was working with
new actors and actresses. There are a
lot of first-time members in this cast,
and he has enjoyed watching them
grow into embodying their characters.

The Marion Civic Theatre does
not have the advantages of a large
budget, huge staff or million-dollar sponsors.
“We do the best we can with what
we’ve got,” Sprayue said. All of that
hard work will be presented on stage
for the next two weekends.
“FrUiTCaKeS” will be performed
on December 4, 5, 11, 12 and 13 at 7:30
p.m. and on December 6 and 13 at 2
p.m. at the Marion Civic Theatre in
Marion, Indiana. Tickets are $12 for
adults and $10 for youth (10 and under). Tickets can be purchased by
phone (765-668-7800), online at marion-civic-theatre.org/purchase-tickets-online or at the door.
echo@taylor.edu

in which the subservient districts are
forced to send two of their children to
an arena to fight to the death.

downplays the romantic triangle subplot. While Katniss must choose between Peeta and Gale, who represent
conflicting values, “Hunger Games” is
not primarily a love story.
Unfortunately, the film still takes
the easy way out when it comes to
its final moments. The despair that
is clearly evident in the book barely
comes across onscreen when the final blow to Katniss’ hope and identity is shattered. Understandably, the
film shies away from the trauma of
the events facing Katniss, since the
target audience is primarily young
adults, but the ending feels rushed
and somewhat hollow.
The film also suffers from inconsistent
pacing, as the final book of the series
was split into two separate installments.
At the end of the day, “Mockingjay Part 2” plays it safe and remains
faithful to its source material, managing to soak up most of the emotional
subplot. The “girl on fire”’s final film
is underwhelming, but the audience
remains unburned.
echo@taylor.edu

“While it’s no ‘Casablanca,’ the
film does a lot of things right.”
The heroine, Katniss Everdeen,
played delicately by Jennifer Lawrence,
ignites a revolution with her defiance
when she herself goes to the Games.
Her reluctance to step up as a leader
and be used as the symbol of the revolution makes her a unique protagonist, and her fight for survival over
ideals adds an interesting layer to the
conflict. These darker themes give the
series a sense of sincerity and importance that is missing from the typical
young adult franchise.
These themes remain true in the
second half of “Mockingjay.”
While it’s no “Casablanca,” the
film does a lot of things right. Unlike
other teen movies, the film wisely

OPINIONS

Not only are individuals pushing themselves
toward constant activity, but the community
is pushing them harder by shaming those
who try to step down.
You can’t have it all
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General un-education
Gen-eds can be more
discouraging than
enlightening
Bekah Swank
Contributor

Taylor’s statement of purpose begins
with “Whole Person Focused.” We
attend a liberal arts school, where
students have the responsibility to
take a range of courses unrelated to
their majors.
I have enjoyed many of the classes on the core requirements list. My
instructors have, for the most part,
been enthusiastic when teaching
basic material and have given me
a greater appreciation for subjects
I might otherwise have brushed off
(I’m looking at you, geography).
But sometimes even the best professors roll their eyes about teaching general education courses.
Department members recognize
this “someone’s got to do it” sentiment in their colleagues, but what
they may not realize is that the attitude rubs off on anyone who takes
the class.
I know many students who finish
general education requirements with
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a bad taste in their mouths because a
professor felt that teaching the course
was beneath them and taught with an
apathetic or demeaning attitude.
I understand that students in
these classes often come in unwilling
to learn and that teachers in higher
education are used to working with
those who truly care about the subject matter. But how can students
be enthusiastic when the professor
doesn’t show them that the subject
is worth loving?
It’s worth noting that many professors did not always have a great
appreciation for the subject they
currently teach. Someone—a parent,
teacher or mentor—had to encourage them to give the subject a try. I
am an English education major, but
I did not want to write or study literature for most of my pre-college years.
Neither did I appreciate the importance of teaching or believe I could
impact the world of education. These
are now areas that I enjoy and intend
to pursue for the rest of my life.
I learned to love everything that
now matters to me because someone
had the patience to guide me through
the discipline required to gain skill
and experience.

Chris Yingling
Co-Editor in Chief

One of greatest basketball players of
all time announced his retirement
this week.
Kobe Bryant divulged his plans to
retire from the NBA at the conclusion
of the 2015–16 season after 20 years
of playing for the Los Angeles Lakers. While Lakers and NBA fans alike
mourned the loss of the perennial AllStar, one question remains:
Who is the greatest basketball player of all time?
When someone asks that question,
one player comes to mind. Anyone
who pays any attention to NBA basketball knows that Michael Jordan
took the league by storm in 1984. The
longtime Chicago Bull became the
poster child of the association with
his dominant play. Jordan redefined
the shooting guard position, creating

students that you value the subject,
and it will encourage them to do the
same. Remember that had you yourself not started with the basics, you
would not be in your field today.
Consider that your actions affect

the life of every student you teach, if
only in a small way. You are not standing in an empty classroom lecturing
to the wall; you are speaking to hearts
and minds. What you say, and how
you say it, will leave a mark.

the most piercing scoring threat the
league has ever seen.
Not only was Jordan a master on
the court, but he had an incredible
knack for branding himself—crafting an image that few athletes have
been able to replicate. When Jordan
signed with Nike in 1984, he created
an instantly buyable product. Every
aspiring basketball player wanted a
pair of Air Jordans in his closet. Jordan also played the headlines with
his famous “Flu Game” as well as his
performances in the 1997 finals. Finally, Jordan authored the greatest press
release in sports history with his “I’m
back” in 1995.
The evidence seems airtight. Jordan’s stats speak for themselves. He
has a record 30.1 regular season career
scoring average, 10 NBA scoring titles
and an NBA-high 5,987 playoff points
to go with his six NBA titles.
But I’m here to tell you that not everyone believes Michael Jordan is the
greatest player of all time. Consider

the career of Kobe Bryant.
Before entirely disregarding the
rest of this article, hear me out. Bryant’s stats aren’t nearly as flashy as
Jordan’s, and his teams may not have
been as stellar as the 1990–98 Chicago Bulls Golden Era. However, immediately disregarding Bryant as a viable
option shows ignorance toward one
of the greatest careers the NBA has
ever seen.
It’s easy to find several comparisons
between the two shooting guards.
However, Bryant holds a few statistics
that Jordan was never able to accomplish. For one thing, Bryant scored 81
points in a 2006 game against Toronto in comparison to Jordan’s career-high 69 points, which needed a
period of overtime. Bryant was more
of a perimeter threat than Jordan ever
was, holding the single-game threepoint record while also holding a 0.7
percent advantage over Jordan in
three-point percentage.
Bryant has been a respected player off the court since he entered the
league. Every rookie who comes into
the NBA looks to have a work ethic like Bryant, who is lauded for his
offseason ritual of late nights in the

gym. While Jordan may have made
the most of his time in the spotlight
with blockbuster shoe deals, endorsements, “Space Jam” and the 2K video
game franchise, Bryant spent his free
time working on his game.
It’s also important to remember
that Bryant accomplished all that he
did without any retirements or baseball pipe dreams.
Discrediting Michael Jordan’s career
is nearly impossible. He’s one of the
greatest players of all time, but he was
somewhat one-dimensional. During
the latter part of his career, coaches
asked Bryant to cover the quick point
guards Deron Williams and Rajon
Rondo along with the brute-strength
players LeBron James and Marc Gasol. Jordan was undoubtedly the best
shooting guard of all time, but he
struggled to keep up with guys who
were more agile than he.
Kobe Bryant’s career may be coming to an end, but his legacy as the
greatest Laker of all time will live on.
The next time you’re having “The
Debate” about who is the greatest
basketball player of all time, remember Kobe.
echo@taylor.edu

distance from God. I lost precious
time and energy in the pursuit of involvement—time that could’ve been
spent sleeping, eating healthily and
generally taking care of myself. My
friendships subtly became ritualistic because my mind wasn’t really focused on them—it was focused on
what I had going on next. Worst of all,
I fell away from God, my true identity and source of delight.
A friend of mine gave me some perspective on the downward spiral of
bad habits and worse well-being. He
said he felt trapped between the discouragement of being overcommitted and the fear of disappointing the
people depending on him.
This is a huge problem. Not only are
individuals pushing themselves toward constant activity, but the community is pushing them harder by
shaming those who try to step down.
Of course, we’re not doing this on purpose; it’s subconscious pressure. But
it has to change.
Two factors contribute to immortalizing the lie, and chances are you’ve
been affected by both at some point.
The first factor is your attitude and
behavior toward other stressed students. The other is your attitude and
behavior toward yourself.
The most powerful way we can help
others fight the lie is by letting our
overinvolved peers off the hook. This

applies to structured activities and
groups as well as fluid friendships.
Forgive them before they ask. Exercise
gentleness and subdue frustration.
As for the twisted way we view our
own busyness, I can only suggest a
starting point. Most of the work has
to be done on your own terms. I can’t
possibly know the best way for you to
replace the lie in your heart with your
true identity. That said, a healthy way
to start is to acknowledge your limits—what you can and can’t get done
in a day—and boldly cross off your
schedule things that fall beyond them.
You’ll know what in your schedule
comes from the lie and what comes
from your true desires by the way they
make you feel. Activities that consistently sap your energy at the end of
already exhausting days are most likely the ones motivated by the lie. On
the other hand, some commitments
may refuel your spirit and give you
strength to conquer your to-do list.
These are the things motivated by
your true identity, and it’s good to be
committed to them.
In the end, I can’t promise immediate or dramatic change. This is a
campus-wide, if not broader, issue,
and my words are small. What I can
promise is that you’re important. Not
because of what you do, but because
of whose you are.
echo@taylor.edu

You can’t have it all
Our intentionally overinvolved community
Jeff Grogan
Copy Editor

“How have you been?”
“You know, busy.”
“Yeah, me too.”
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It saddens me when students outside of my major do not learn to write
because they took a fundamental
writing course with a professor who
did not want to teach it. For the rest of
their four years, these students either
accept low grades on their papers or
seek extra help every time they have
to draft a major assignment—worse,
they cringe at the thought of expressing original ideas on paper.
I have also met students who dislike subjects because certain teachers left them feeling stupid or inferior
for not coming into the course with
an advanced understanding of
the content. I would remind such
teachers that these students need
the class in the first place exactly because they do not have an advanced understanding.
If you work at an institution that
claims to value learning in all areas
for all people, and if you hold a title
that communicates your devotion to
a field and belief in its importance,
then you have a responsibility to uphold those values even when it is not
convenient for you.
Even if you’ve been hired to teach
a class you don’t enjoy, teaching it
with enthusiasm will show peers and

Consider Kobe

Bryant may be the best ever

Photograph by Jessica Nesselrodt

We’re overcommitted and under pressure.

FRIDAY

I’ve had this conversation countless
times over the past three years. I’ve
been on both sides—felt the whole
range from sympathy to indifference
toward the other person. Truth be
told, I tend to ignore the other person’s stress in favor of my own superior mountain. I run side-by-side
comparisons of our schedules, extracurriculars and social lives to see
who’s actually busier. By the time we
part ways, I’ve redirected my attention from them to myself.
Taylor’s culture of involvement
tends to glamorize busyness. I’ve
bought into this culture since arriving on campus, but I’m just now realizing how toxic it is.
There’s a simple, powerful lie that
fuels the heavy-eyelid glory of being
busy: We’re important because of
what we do.
My experience with this lie is one
you’ve probably shared. I play the
comparison game—and lose. Everywhere I turn, someone else is doing
more than I am, with better results.
The bar is always higher than I expect it to be, and nothing I accomplish ever satisfies me.
Believing the lie led to physical
fatigue, emotional emptiness and

Photograph by Mindy Wildman

Gen-ed professors can inspire, but too often they don’t.

Let your voice be heard!
Are you opinionated? Join the campus discussion by submitting your own letter-to-the-editor to
liz_syson@taylor.edu by Wednesday at 5 p.m. Please keep the word count to 500-700 words.

TROJAN NATION

“The game was very close, and I thought we kept our
composure well and stayed poised.”
Trojans fall to Pilots

TheEchoNews.com
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PREVIEW

Men’s Basketball
Schedule

12/5 Marian (A) 3:00 P.M.
12/8 Davenport 7:00 P.M.
_______________________________________

Men’s Track & Field
Schedule

12/5 Trine Invite (A) 10:00 A.M.

Women’s Basketball
Schedule

12/5 Marian 1:00 P.M.
_______________________________________

Women’s Track & Field
Schedule

12/5 Trine Invite (A) 10:00 A.M.
Photographs provided by TU Sports Information Department

Junior Matt Hall (middle) and sophomore Alex Berends (middle) led the men’s and women’s cross country teams to strong finishes at the NAIA Nationals.

Trojans return to Nationals

356 runners. The race marked his second straight top-20 Nationals finish.
Not only did Hall finish in the top
20, but he also shattered his personal record by 20 seconds with a time
Kyle Keck
of 24:55.3.
“I’m just extremely thankful to God,”
Sports Writer
Hall said. “I was very happy that I was
The Taylor men’s and women’s cross able to finish the season with a percountry teams crossed their final sonal record. Running has been such
finish line of the season at the NAIA a blessing in my life, and I’m so thankNationals, finishing in 19th and 11th ful for coach and the team. Placing 12th
place overall, respectively.
was nice as well, especially since I had a
The NAIA Nationals race in Char- rough performance last year at Nationlotte, North Carolina, resulted in a als. I really wanted to redeem myself and
momentous finish for junior Matt prove that I could be an All-American.”
Hall proved exactly that by becoming
Hall. Hall, a decorated Crossroads
League runner, finished 12th out of the first NAIA All-American in Taylor’s

Hall and Berends lead
their respective teams
to 19th and 11th overall

“I was very happy
that I was able to
finish the season
with a personal
record. Running
has been such a
blessing in my
life, and I’m so
thankful for coach
and the team.”

cross country program since head coach
and former runner Lance Vanderberg
earned the honor in 2005. The men’s
team’s performance earned them the
No. 20 slot in the NAIA postseason poll.
On the women’s side, the Nationals
race marked its third-straight meet
placing three runners in the top 100.
Sophomore Alex Berends led the Trojans by placing 46th overall with a time
of 18:32.3, while freshman Mae Elizabeth Gimre placed 59th overall with a
new personal record of 18:42.5. Senior
Jane Hawks ran for a time of 18:58.0 and
placed 89th overall to round out her
third-straight top-100 finish at NAIA NaBoth teams finished the season as
tionals. The women’s team earned a No. perennially outstanding programs on
11 ranking in the NAIA postseason poll. the course and in the classroom. The

The Echo Sports

men’s team led the NAIA with eight
scholar athletes, while the women’s
team was second in the NAIA with
eight scholar athletes as well.
echo@taylor.edu

Trojans fall to Pilots
Women’s basketball comes
up short against Bethel

The game resulted in several lead
changes and scoring runs, but the
Trojans were ultimately afflicted by
Landry Long
the number of turnovers (21) and
missed free throws (10/22). With 3:37
Contributor
remaining in the competition, Bethel
Despite shooting an impressive used its strongest attack to finish the
55 percent on field goal attempts game out on a 14–5 run.
Head coach Kelly Packard recogand three players scoring in double digits, the Taylor women’s bas- nized several positives despite the
ketball team fell to Bethel this past final outcome, but she also understands there were a few costly errors.
Wednesday with a score of 77–74.

“I think we played hard and tried
to implement the scout strategy
with great commitment,” Packard
said. “The two areas of the game
that proved costly were low freethrow shooting percentage and unforced turnovers.”
The Trojans were led by sophomore Cassidy Wyse, who poured in
25 points and pulled in five rebounds.
Wyse also earned the honor of Crossroads League Player of the Week
last week.

“I think we played
hard and tried to
implement the
scout strategy with
great commitment.”

Photograph provided by TU Sports Information Department

Freshman Aubrey Wright contributed three points off the bench against Bethel.

Freshman Kendall Bradbury added
16 points of her own while leading the
team in rebounds with seven for the
game. Bradbury was pleased with her
team’s effort but felt the heartache of
a closely-lost contest.
“I thought as a team we played really strong and tough,” Bradbury
said. “The game was very close, and
I thought we kept our composure well
and stayed poised. Overall, I thought
we did pretty well, but it is a stinger of
a loss in such a close game.”
The Trojans will be back on the
hardwood this Saturday as they host
No. 6 Marian. Tip-off is at 1 p.m.
echo@taylor.edu
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Senior Emma Brattain scored 14 points against Bethel.

Athlete of the Week

Keaton Henrdicks
UPGRADE YOUR PROFESSOR’S WARDROBE

Subscribe to The Echo
The Echo is a weekly newspaper with news, editorials, photographs,
and features. You can keep up with issues and events on campus
by ordering a subscription online at bit.ly/echo-subscribe

Year

Sophomore

Hometown

Bloomington, Indiana

Position

Forward

Favorite quote

“If today were the last day of my life, would I want
to do what I am about to do today?” - Steve Jobs

Funniest teammate

Vivian Aiken

Favorite pump up song

“My House” by Flo Rida

Photograph by Fayth Glock

